Straddie Aero Club Inc
c/o 7 Sophia Ave
Biggera Waters QLD 4216
Ph (07) 5537 8812
E-Mail: info@stradair.com
Website: www.stradair.com

January 2014 Newsletter
Straddie Bushfires January 2014

that she keeps for the rental vans gone as
well.

The best way, in my opinion, to describe
this occurrence, is by a quote from my
email of Friday January 10th 2014 to Ken
Cox who was at the Evans Head Fly-in:
“I don't know if you have heard yet that a
significant amount of fire damage was
done to the strip last Friday p.m. when
everybody on the airfield(including Patch
and Zoe) was compulsorily evacuated
with 45 minutes notice, to Point Lookout
and Cleveland. Then, in order to save
Dunwich, the firies commenced an
emergency back-burn from Dunwich with
a 42 knot NNW wind behind it which not
surprisingly got away from them and
burnt out nearly everything between the
town and the airport.

Pat has lost both her caravans - burnt out
completely, down to the chassis frames
with all her possessions and the bedding

The airfield tank had a pipe burnt out with
the heat and lost all water, since repaired.
The landline phone lines were burnt out in
one place and they only got the phone
lines back working on Wednesday
afternoon.

Our caravan and area were okay mainly
because the area behind us was back-

burned 18 months ago. Dr Carl's van was
badly scorched.

replacement van(s) and replacing the built
van roof cover which at the moment is just
twisted corrugated iron sheeting - the
supports survived.”
January 2014 Fly-in Breakfast

Everybody was evacuated yet again on
Wednesday p.m. for an hour and a half
before the local police sergeant could be
found to rescind the order!
The January Fly-in Breakfast turned out to
be another excellent flying day with mild
summer weather and a light south easterly
breeze blowing more or less straight up
the runway.

The local firies have been around to
photograph all the damage on two
occasions so far.

So, when I last spoke to Pat, she was
trying to organise someone from the
council to remove all her wreckage. Then
we will need to assist her in finding

Twenty-nine aircraft flew in from as far
away as Gympie and forty-seven
breakfasts were served.

The recent fires were of great interest and
a continual topic of conversation amongst
the members, friends and visitors.

Thank-you to Doug Braund for his efforts
around the airstrip, especially for the
mowing of the runway – a two-day job!

Thanks also to Pat and all the helpers for
their work and assistance on the breakfast
morning, both in the setting up and
preparation of the breakfast and in
washing up and putting everything away.

An interesting aircraft, not seen for a little
while, was the “Petrel” amphibian.

Anne-Maree and Ken in VH-SZI

Text by Duncan Shiels, Photos taken by
Dave Wilson & Ken Cox & edited by Ken Cox.

