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We had a good fly-in on Saturday 15th of
June with fine weather but with a fairly
strong westerly of about 15-20 knots and
forecast moderate turbulence below 5000
feet.

you climb above the tree-line and again
the ridge-line, things can be very exciting
though!

We had forty-one planes in and served
seventy-five breakfasts.

Conditions were okay for the GA planes
and the larger RAAus planes although we
did have a Thruster turn up which was last
seen heading south very slowly and very
much crabbed into the wind.

The good thing about the Straddie airstrip
is that it is so protected by the trees and
ridges either side of it that crosswinds are
so reduced in strength as to make the flare
and take-off a non-event(usually!). Once

It was a special day for most of us, as
there was a memorial service at the end of
the breakfast for our ex-caretaker, Lance
Billman, who passed away suddenly aged
82.

His brother Laurie led a short service with
a well-balanced and heartfelt eulogy.
Barrie Sigley also spoke on Lance’s
behalf as a long time friend and business
partner, without whose mechanical skills,
his ultra-light business would never have
survived.

Lance’s ashes were then interred by
Laurie under Lance’s favourite garden
ornament - a mermaid.

Lance’s relatives then provided a very
pleasant morning tea and the Club
provided a very tasty sponge cake iced
with the words, “In Memory of Lance”

On a more cheerful note the breakfast was
again excellent thanks to Doug and his
wife Joan who were slaving over a hot
barbecue this time and Billy running the
food to the shed.

Thanks also to David Wilson and Ken
Cox who interrupted their breakfast to
take the excellent photos that you see
illustrating the newsletter this month and
every month.

Also thanks again to Pat for all her hard
work in the kitchen and also to everybody
else who helped to set up the breakfast
and/or put everything away. We were a
little short-handed this breakfast with
regular helper Rod being in China.
There have been further improvements to
the clubhouse this month. A brand new
gas stove has been installed to replace the
old one, which had its final failure
recently. As well, a brand new gas heater,
which puts out a ferocious heat, is a
welcome addition to the shed in winter
time.
Some tree-loppers have also grubbed out
some old stumps and tree roots as well as
felling two pine trees(not the one with the
magpie nest in it!) which were a constant
annoyance to the occupants of “The
Bunkhouse” caravan, who have always
had to put up with a steady rain of
branches, twigs and pine cones on the roof
and surrounding garden.

Lance and Pat
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